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crew and secured help from the Maroon negroes, who
arrived with their bows and arrows, though the whole
party subsequently met with the defeat already described,

Ortega, having buried the dead bodies and got all the
things into his four boats, took the English captives and
their pinnace back with him to Panama. Advice was then
sent to Nombre de Dios, and the commander of that place
dispatched four vessels to seek everywhere for the English
ship, which at length was found, dragged off the beach,
and brought to Nombre de Dios. The Viceroy of Peru
then thinking it very unsafe for the Spaniards if Oxenham
and fifty Englishmen should remain at large on the
Isthmus of Panama, sent out one of his officers with 150
soldiers into the mountains of Darien to look for them.
The unhappy Englishmen were discovered endeavouring
to make canoes out of the big trees of the forest with which
to take to the sea, and perhaps afterwards be able to
capture some Spanish ship in the Atlantic and so sail
home. The Spanish force surrounded them. Some were
sick and were captured, and the rest broke through the
Spanish soldiers and fled with the negroes; who, however,
tired of this long struggle, and afraid of the Spaniards,
betrayed them, so that Oxenham and all his comrades
were at last brought to Panami.

Here the judge of the place asked Oxenham to show
him the Queen's license, or a commission from some other
prince or lord, to justify his making war on Spanish ships.
Oxenham answered that he had none. Therefore he and
all his company were condemned to die as pirates. Most
of them were executed then and there, at Panama, but
Oxenham and two other officers of the ship were sent to
Lima to be beheaded. Of the whole crew only five boys
were spared. Three hundred Spanish soldiers went forth